
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Unity,” is number 43 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s 
service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship        
Monday:
   7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Open Door: Growing Like A Weed!

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Friday: Church Office Closed

Saturday: Happy Independence Day!! 

    It’s an expression I’ve heard my whole life: 
She’s growing like a weed! I never really thought 
about the truth behind it until I worked in 
the Open Door Community Garden (S.19th 
and Amarillo Streets). With all of the rain we 
received at the beginning of the season this 
year, our garden is growing like a weed . . . and 
the weeds are growing really quickly! If you 
stopped by the garden a few weeks ago, you 
may have been overwhelmed by looking at it. 
It was beautiful and green and full of weeds! 

I want to say, “Thank you!” to all of you who have been pulling weeds in your spare time and during the 
Garden Parties (on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 6:30 p.m.). We’ll need to remain consistent in 
our weed pulling, but it looks like we’ve taken back control of the garden! All are welcome to come and 
participate in the life of the garden, any time! What you’ll find is that relationships at the Open Door grow 
even faster than the weeds do! (Check out the photo from the Garden Party on June 21.) There is always 
space for you in the garden. — Amy Wilson Feltz



   Children’s Ministry: Fun at Camp Butman!

Panama II Missions: Thank You Aldersgate!

  The kids of Aldersgate are having a great 
summer, and Camp Butman plays a big part of 
that great summer!  We had 11 kids go to the 
Young Elementary camp in early June, and there 
are about 10 kids going to the 4th-6th grade camp 
early in July.  While they are at camp, it is a great 
time for the kids to deepen their relationships 
with each other, and to deepen or start their 
relationship with Christ. They also have plenty 
of fun with swimming, water slides, games and 
activities. We are very grateful to have such an 
amazing camp so close to Abilene! 
   — Alayna Brooks

    Your financial help with the Water Purification Straws for those without clean water is beginning to reap 
blessings in Panama. The Ngobe Tribe has begun using them, and the excitement and appreciation from 
them is rewarding. You have helped beyond belief. Missionaries David and Cindy Ceballos reported that 
last week they shared their remaining straws with friends from the reservation who helped haul their gear 

on a 7-hour hike through the jungle. They carried nothing 
to drink and were able to use the straws in the rivers that 
they passed, as well as taking them for home use. The 
people all suffer from parasites from the river water they 
drink, so these straws have huge health benefits for them. 
Here are some pictures from their instructional class on 
the water straws.  So Grateful. — Panama II Mission Team



ALIVE in the Spirit: Unity
Romans 15:1-9a
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

ROME…54 AD 

 - Claudius

 - Expulsion of the Jews

 - Anti-Semitism

 - Acts 18:1-2

 - Nero… “Come on Back!”

 - Romans… “a situation specific document”

Preference, Culture, Country, Race, Comfort, etc…

The Roots of Unity

The Foundation of Unity…Diversity

The path and steps to Unity 

 - Pleasing our neighbors

 - Getting on our PROslamBANo!

“To join the movement of the Spirit is to let our Trinitarian tradition continue to live, learn, and grow… so 
the hostile one-versus-otherness of Earth can become more like the hospitable one-anotherness of heaven.”

— Brian McLaren



Connections: Children’s Art Show

Youth Ministry: It’s a Mystery, It’s a Ramble...

   This August, we will have our first ever children’s art show! Last 
week, several children gathered at Aldersgate for an art night. Their 
first masterpiece centered on 2 Corinthians 5:17 — “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the 
new is here!” With that as their inspiration, the kids created butterflies. 
We learned that the DNA of the caterpillar actually changes when it 
becomes a butterfly! In the same way, God is making all of us new. The 
second piece of art centered on the concept of being rooted in Christ 
as found in Colossians 2:6-7 — “So then, just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him,  rooted and built up in 
him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.” With this in mind, the kids traced a tree with deep roots 
and used oil pastels and watercolors to decorate their trees. The kids 
even made their own artist statements by answering questions such as, 
“Why is this artwork special to you?” and, “What is your favorite thing 
about God?” Kids always teach me so much about God, and I’m excited 
to share their work with the congregation! — Jessica Watson

   It’s Middle School Mystery Ramble! This year’s Mystery Ramble was a complete success! Fifteen students, 
including some incoming 6th Graders, took a risk and trekked across Texas to my lovely hometown, New 
Braunfels. We played at an amusement park, spent some time serving others, avoided the rain, splashed 
around at a waterpark called Schlitterbahn, and finally explored some caverns on the way home! This trip 
wouldn’t have been a success if these 
students hadn’t trusted me to lead 
them on a mysterious adventure! 
Friendships were formed and 
strengthened, and the group grew 
together as a whole! God definitely 
was present on this trip, and I can’t 
wait to see what the rest of the 
summer has in store!
   Remember to sign up for Camp 
Eagle and UMARMY!
 Contact me at (830) 708-5703 
or Daniel Mathis at youth@
aldersgateabilene.org if you have 
any questions.
     — Phoebe Head, Youth Assistant



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                         6.21.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $11,993.97
Received Month-to-Date = $40,965.10
Received Year-to-Date = $391,251.73
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 179
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 120

Total Worship Service Attendance = 299                                  
 Sunday school = 152

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Barbara Owens and family upon the 
death of her father, Tom Hallford, on June 21, 2015.



We invite you to 
read Shaped by the 
Word: the Power 
of Scripture in 
Spiritual Formation.  
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make 
a note on the welcome card, and we 
will order a copy for you. The price 
is $12. Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word                             

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:    Romans 15:1-9a  
Mon:  Ephesians 4:1-16      
Tue:    Psalm 133             
Wed:   I Corinthians 12:12-13:13
Thur:  Romans 14:1-23                          
Fri:      Romans 15:1-1-13
Sat:      Revelation 7:1-17                   

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:   Matt 18
Mon:  John 7-8
Tue:    John 9:1-10:21
Wed:   Luke 10-11, John 10:22-42
Thur:  Luke 12-13
Fri:      Luke 14-15
Sat:      Luke 16-17:10
           
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

                                                          by Pastor Steve

   Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.  Ephesians 4:3
   Clementa Pinckney, Sharonda Singleton, Myra 
Thompson, Tywanza Sanders, Ethel Lee Lance, 

Cynthia Hurd, Daniel L. Simmons, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, and 
Susie Jackson. These people lost their lives at the hands of Dylann 
Roof at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
SC. The way this group of people welcomed an outsider into their 
Bible study and then immediately offered forgiveness to him after the 
tragedy will forever be a means of grace to me.  
    We share deep spiritual (more important than physical) DNA 
with our sisters and brothers of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Richard Allen came to faith in Jesus under the ministry of 
the Methodists in 1777, when he was 17 years old. When he was 22, 
he became a local preacher under the supervision of Bishop Francis 
Asbury. Things began to unravel when the black Methodists at St. 
George Methodist Church in Philadelphia, PA, began to outnumber 
the white Methodists. The black Methodists were forced to sit in the 
balcony, to take communion last, and to be baptized only after the 
white Methodists. In November of 1787, Allen and several other black 
worshippers arrived at a service just as the preacher began to pray. 
The whole group knelt. During the prayer, two of the white leaders 
began to harass and physically pull their black sisters and brothers 
up off their knees. Eventually the black Methodists left the building 
all together and started a new church that quickly took shape as the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church.
     This part of our Methodist history grieves me. Like other early 
Methodists, Richard Allen held tight to the Love of God, the centrality 
of grace, and the belief that we truly can grow into Christlikeness. 
Our shared spiritual DNA remains, but we have allowed culture and 
color to keep us apart. There is hope that can embrace what unites us! 
Two of Paul’s letters in the New Testament (Romans and Ephesians) 
were written to bring together Christians who were of different races 
and cultures but who shared the same passion for the Kingdom of 
God. May our Methodist DNA live richly in us. May we be grateful 
for our AME sisters and brothers who have inspired us to deal with 
our prejudices with love and forgiveness. May the Spirit unite us in 
the bond of peace.     


